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On March 6, Trinidad and Tobago's major labor organization launched a 24-hour nationwide
general strike to protest government austerity measures. The International Monetary Fund was
accused by demonstrators of provoking poverty and misery in their country, and throughout
the Caribbean. The nation's sugar industry, transport system, schools and judicial system were
reportedly shut down. Among austerity policies imposed on the advice of the IMF to obtain $239
million in credit are a 10% cut in public employees' salaries, and the elimination of a range of food
and medical assistance subsidies. The strike was announced on March 1, the second day of rioting
and looting in neighboring Venezuela. (Basic data from Xinhua, 03/03/89, 03/06/89)
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